Press Release of 18 January 2017

CHILDREN FESTIVAL WITH THE “MINI WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP” IN VAL DI FIEMME
G.S. CASTELLO TELLS ABOUT THE EMOTIONS OF THE SKIRI TROPHY

Press conference held yesterday in Trento for the 34th Skiri Trophy XCountry
Speeches delivered by Franco, Alberto and Nicoletta Nones, De Godenz, Mellarini, Broll and Larger
Full institutional support for the event
Next 21st and 22nd of January spectacular weekend with many initiatives organized by G.S. Castello


The press conference presenting the 34th Skiri Trophy XCountry, scheduled for next 21st and 22nd of January at the cross country arena of Lago di Tesero (Italy), was held yesterday in Trento, at the headquarters of Trentino Marketing. 
Full support to the event was expressed by former Olympic champion Franco Nones (Grenoble 1968), by the Skiri Trophy coordinator Nicoletta Nones, by the chairman of G.S. Castello Alberto Nones, by local councillor Pietro De Godenz, by one of the founders of the Topolino XC Skiing Trophy, now renamed Skiri Trophy, Mario Broll, by the mayor of Castello-Molina di Fiemme and chairman of the organizing committee Marco Larger and by Tiziano Mellarini, provincial councillor for culture, cooperation, sports and civil protection. Numerous speeches were delivered regarding the most international event for young XC skiers, renamed Skiri Trophy after Disney’s desertion. 
The race was born in Italy’s Val di Fiemme and has always been held there, proudly supported by locals. The first speech was delivered by a legend of Italian cross country skiing, i.e. Franco Nones: “The Topolino XC Skiing Trophy was born in the wake of Marmottaloppet that after a couple of years passed us the ball because of the lack of volunteers that abound in Val di Fiemme. I personally met the representatives of Mondadori and soon the former Topolino XC skiing Trophy became the most important event at world level for young skiers. We must thank Walt Disney for 33 years of support, but we had to start all over again and it was not easy. I contacted Kinder with the hope that they would continue to support the event”. Many other sponsors have subsequently joined, thus confirming the interest for the race. 
The event is now called Skiri Trophy to express continuity with Nordic skiing in Val di Fiemme, as highlighted by Mario Broll: “From the organisational point of view nothing has changed; we are all volunteers and manage the event for free; when informed about Disney’s decision we received a lot of supporting messages but we immediately confirmed our intention to continue. Our mission has not changed, although protagonists have changed: the average age of the members of the board of directors is 35, but we are always there to do what is best for our children. Skiri Trophy is also fun and friendship, as well as a promotional event for our valley. At first there were 250 participants at the start, but after a couple of years it became an international event with over 1000 competitors. Skiri Trophy aims at enhancing the project of social communion in the name of cross country skiing”. 
Mayor Marco Larger said: “The town of Castello fully supports the event with its volunteers and we highly appreciate the organizational skills of G.S. Castello, despite all the difficulties; it did not give up and re-launched the event with a brand new image for the future”. 
Skiri Trophy is supported by local authorities as well, as highlighted by council member Pietro De Godenz: “It is an honour for me that G.S. Castello chose this mascot and this symbol, representing the entire valley, where three Nordic ski world championships were held (1991, 2003 and 2013). Castello is the core of the event and plays an extremely important role. Together with Marcialonga, it is the event that led to the organisation of the world championships in the past and I consider it a real mini world championship for children. It is something to be proud of for Val di Fiemme and the Trentino region”. 
Alberto Nones is the chairman of a sports association with a long history: “It was founded in 1948 with the name of U.S. San Giorgio, just to become G.S. Castello in 1975. Our association is small but well known at national level. When faced with difficulties we were able to find the solution. More than half of the inhabitants work for Skiri Trophy. I wish to thank Marziano Weber, one of the founders, who passed away last year. We are convinced that the event will continue to grow and improve from the organizational point of view”. 
Coordinator Nicoletta Nones added: “I still remember the first two races I took part in on that track. It is the same track where Tour de Ski and Nordic combined World Cup events are held and children are proud to compete on the same course. Side-events are important too, there will be Gardaland’s clown Pass Pass, the Dolomiten Bier Band composed a new hymn and the girls of the local dancing school will make a performance. Giant mascots will also dance, thus contributing to create an incomparable atmosphere. We also interviewed great champions and made a video with Dorothea Wierer, Cristian Zorzi, Giulia Stuerz and many others wishing good luck to young athletes. As far as the number of participants is concerned, we should reach last years’ levels”. 
Last but not least, councillor Tiziano Mellarini concluded: “The event is an extraordinary expression of Val di Fiemme and Trentino’s identity, involving so many young skiers. I was confident that G.S. Castello would have continued to work for this event after Disney’s desertion, because parents are aware of the importance of sports events for the growth and fulfilment of their children. Skiri is one of the symbols of Val di Fiemme. ‘We are like a large family’ told me Franco Nones, and in a family people help each other. I deeply value this sense of sharing, the desire to work for the community through sports. I am certain that next weekend will be characterized by friendship and respect. I wish to thank G.S. Castello and all the volunteers who contribute to the event”. 
Skiri Trophy races will be held at the cross country skiing stadium of Lago di Tesero on Saturday 21st of January from 2.00 p.m.(Baby and Cuccioli categories, and Revival ) and on Sunday 22nd form 9.30 a.m. (Ragazzi and Allievi categories).
Info: www.skiritrophy.com
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