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ROCK MASTER 2026: FEEL THE PASSION IN ARCO! 
WHAT NOT TO MISS AT THE CLIMBING FESTIVAL 

From 2 to 4 October, Rock Master 2026 brings an even richer programme to Arco, Trentino. 
Not just competitions, but Rock Adventures, meetings with athletes, themed parties and much more. 
Six special guests who have written the history of climbing are expected on the walls and among the 
crowd 
“Vertical Legacy”, the exhibition celebrating forty years of Rock Master in the historic centre, is already 
open. 

The next edition of Rock Master will be a true date with history. Arco, in Garda Trentino, is celebrating 
forty years of sport climbing competitions on its territory, and for the occasion the prestigious trophy 
returns from Friday 2 to Sunday 4 October with three days of pure spectacle, brought to life by 
engaging activities and initiatives for the public. 
Climbing natural rock walls alongside expert guides, meeting some of the most important legends of 
the discipline, joining festive evenings and looking back over forty years of climbing history: all this and 
much more will be part of the renewed programme created by the Rock Master 20.20 committee and 
Garda Trentino. The public events will take place alongside the unmissable international competition, 
where 16 world-class athletes will compete for the title in the shadow of Monte Colodri. 

Rock Master will open its doors to the public in the early afternoon of Friday 2 October with the 
inauguration of the Village Area. Alongside the first meetings with the athletes and the climbers’ 
practice sessions, there will also be the first “Yoga for Climbers” session: Hatha Yoga, one of the most 
widely practised styles and especially suitable for climbers, led by teachers Sara Grippo and Giorgia 
Benecchi. 
At 19:00, the competition atmosphere will begin with the presentation of the athletes on the Climbing 
Village stage and the allocation of bib numbers, which will determine the order for the qualifying 
rounds of the adrenaline-filled Lead Duel. The event starts at 20:00 with the qualifiers and continues at 
21:15 with the finals, broadcast live on Rai Sport. Afterwards, the party continues in the Village area with 
the Warm Up Party by Skylotec, with music and entertainment taking the crowd through to midnight. 

This year also sees the return of the “Rock Adventures”, starting on Saturday 3 October: a series of 
experiences designed for adults and children who want to take their first steps into the world of 
climbing. Adults looking to try rock climbing will find the perfect opportunity with “Crag Calling”, while 
younger participants can enjoy “Mini Climber, Maxi Fun!”. Also not to be missed is “Colodri Calling”, an 
accessible guided excursion on the Colodri-Colt via ferrata. 
One of the most eagerly awaited moments of the public programme will take place at 17:30 on 3 
October with “Meet the Masters”, featuring special guests François Legrand, Yuji Hirayama, Lynn Hill, 
Muriel Sarkany, Didier Raboutou and Robyn Erbesfield. The legends who shaped the history of Rock 
Master and of climbing itself will return to climb the walls of the Climbing Stadium, in a true journey 
back in time. They will then come together for a warm meeting with the public, sharing their 
experiences and most special memories of the event. Encounters with the champions will continue  



through the Climbing’Espresso sessions, with Lynn Hill on Friday 2, Yuji Hirayama on Saturday 3, and 
Didier Raboutou and Robyn Erbesfield on Sunday 4. 
Saturday afternoon will become even more exciting with the FASI Speed Record Hunters, the Speed 
competition that brings the best climbers from the Italian National Team to Rock Master. At 20:00, the 
explosive KO Boulder will begin, available on Rai Sport as a deferred broadcast. At the end of the 
competition, the “Rock Master Rewind By La Sportiva” will kick off: a special 1980s-themed evening 
celebrating the era in which Rock Master and sport climbing began to shape their identity. 

Sunday 4 October will also be dedicated to sport and fun, with another Yoga for Climbers session and 
the Rock Adventure “Multi Pitch Training”, a practical rock experience for those who want to start 
exploring the world of multi-pitch routes. 
For younger climbers, “Mini Climber, Maxi Fun!” returns, while “The Fun Bloc” will complete the 
programme. At 12:00, the “Rock Master Legacy Talk” is not to be missed: a journey through 40 years 
of sport climbing history, with stories, memories and anecdotes. The six champions of the past will be 
on stage for a conversation that will also feature Adam Ondra. 

Connecting the celebrations will be “Vertical Legacy”, the photographic exhibition open from 1 
September to 4 October in the historic centre of Arco. Fourteen installations will guide residents and 
visitors through the history of Rock Master, from the origins of Sport Roccia in 1986 to the present day, 
telling the deep relationship between Arco and climbing through images, champions and iconic 
moments. “Vertical Legacy” is not only a story of the event itself, but also a testimony to how climbing 
has changed over forty years, through technical evolution, new generations of athletes and increasingly 
complex challenges. 
Forty years later, Arco once again celebrates its vertical history while looking to the future: not only 
through the great performances of the athletes, but through an ever wider, more curious and 
passionate community that continues to recognise the town and its walls as a true Home of Climbing. 
Participation in Rock Master and in the public events is free of charge, while activities such as “Rock 
Adventures”, “Yoga for Climbers” and “The Fun Bloc” require booking, available on the event website. 

Info: www.rockmaster.com 


