Press Release 1st February 2019

POLTORANIN WILL TAKE PART IN THE TOBLACH-CORTINA
WORLD CUP VS VISMA SKI CLASSICS 

42th Toblach-Cortina on Saturday and on Sunday
Tomorrow the start is at 8.30 am: élite Visma Ski Classics
The favourites are Eliassen and Norgren, attention to Gjerdalen, Nygaard, Ustiugov and Poltoranin
Start and finish in Toblach for a total of 36 km


The 42th Toblach-Cortina is ready to start. Tomorrow there will be the race in classic technique. The starting times will be the following: at 8.30 am the men, at 8.45 am the women, from 9 am the amateurs, who will also have the chance to participate in the skating race on Sunday. 
Tord Asle Gjerdalen was disappointed after his Marcialonga, but he had another goal in mind: "I won the last three editions of the Toblach-Cortina and I hope I can stay focused and get my fourth victory; but with these opponents it will not be easy. In fact, the last three editions (2016, 2017, 2018) of the South Tyrolean event have been won by the 'Norse warrior' with his aviator's glasses. Also Andreas Nygaard had an excellent performance. But this time it could be more difficult to take the throne because of the power shown by Petter Eliassen who is the current leader of the Visma Ski Classics ski championship. Despite the fact that Eliassen was absent for a year, he seems in a very good shape. Eliassen aims to win the title of champion also thanks to the help of his teammates of BN Bank, Simen Oestensen and Morten Eide Pedersen, and of the Russian Ilya Chernousov, who last year was disqualified after a great race and after winning the Marcialonga. Sergej Ustiugov - a World Cup athlete who will confront with the heroes of resistance - will be at the start together with the other Russian Eugeny Belov of Team Futura. The starting list of the ski-marathon has another prestigious name from the World Cup, i.e. Aleksej Poltoranin, a Kazakh cross-country skier who won two world bronze medals and who will join the already rich list of participants in a sort of challenge between World Cup athletes and specialists in long-distance Visma Ski Classics races.
Among the ladies, Britta Johansson Norgren seems to be the strongest. Her condition is really out of the ordinary. She is an athlete of Team Lager 157 and is the current leader of Visma Ski Classics. But in the ski-marathons it is important not to take anything for granted; Norgren will have to deal with the other Norwegian Korsgren and her main rivals Astrid Oyre Slind and Katerina Smutna. 
After extensive preparations and careful planning, the organisers announce that (for safety reasons) the event will take place on a new track. Due to the heavy snowfall that has been forecast for Friday night, the jury decided to change the track of the race scheduled for Saturday, February 2nd. The start of the classic race will remain the same, but the finish will be at the Nordic Arena in Toblach. After the start at the military airport of Toblach, the track will pass through the Nordic Arena and will continue along the legendary climb to Cimabanche. But then, instead of continuing towards Cortina, it will return to Toblach and the finish will be at the Nordic Arena.
Sunday's skating race was confirmed but – as far as the track is concerned – the organizing committee will consider what to do tomorrow, also depending on the weather conditions.

For further information: www.dobbiacocortina.org    

