Press release 16th December 2020 

CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING IN VAL DI FIEMME
15TH EDITION OF TOUR DE SKI NEXT JANUARY

The new king and queen of the Tour de Ski will be crowned in less than a month
Val di Fiemme is ready to host the final competitions from 8 to 10 January
Mass start, sprint and Final Climb
Despite the current situation, it will be a thrilling edition to be followed on TV


Green light for the Tour de Ski in Val di Fiemme. After the FIS Cross-Country World Cup events in Davos (SUI), a conference call meeting was held between FIS and the LOCs of the 15th Tour de Ski, which will kick off on 1 January. As usual, the last stages will be organised in Val di Fiemme, from 8 to 10 January.
The competitions are going take place, there are only some doubts about who will take part in them. Unfortunately, Norway won’t be competing, but other teams confirmed their participation, including Sweden and Finland. The Russians are ready to win the Tour de Ski this year too. As for the Italian team, the head coach hasn’t announced the starters yet. There are still a couple of races before the Tour, and the coaches still have time to choose the most suitable athletes for the challenge.
Val di Fiemme will host a CT mass start, a CT sprint and the Final Climb in free technique. After winning in Davos, Federico Pellegrino is now focused on the sprint event in Dresden; he could be one of the protagonists in the sprint in Val di Fiemme too, even though he prefers the free technique events.
Meanwhile, the courses in Lago di Tesero and on Alpe Cermis are being prepared. Despite the current situation and the many restrictions, the competitions and challenges are guaranteed to thrill everyone. It goes without saying that everything will be organised so as to keep athletes and staff safe (e.g. no physical contact outside the race courses). This time the fans won’t line the courses to watch the races, but they can watch them live in the comfort of their own homes. The winter landscape in Val di Fiemme and Lago di Tesero is simply magical. The 1.5 km trail that will host the sprint event in Lago di Tesero is ready. The 2.5 km course will be completed in a few days. The organising committee is keeping working to get everything ready for next January. The Olympia III slope on Alpe Cermis will be reserved for the Tour de Ski until early January, since the ski resorts in Italy will reopen after the Christmas holidays – unless new measures are introduced.
Even the section of the Marcialonga course from Lago di Tesero to Masi di Cavalese – leading to the foot of Alpe Cermis – is being prepared. All ski enthusiasts will have the chance to “test it” before the Final Climb.
Here is the schedule. On Friday, 8 January there will be the mass start event (men: 6 laps of 2.5 km each for a total of 15km; women: 4 laps of 2.5 km each for a total of 10km). The course in Lago di Tesero is among the toughest on the whole World Cup tour. On Saturday, 9 January the sprint competitions will take place, while on Sunday, 10 January there will be the much anticipated Final Climb: 10km in free technique for both men and women, with the last 3.5 km all uphill, a max. gradient of 30% and a difference in height of 420 metres.
It’s difficult to make predictions. The Russians, Swedes, Americans, Swiss, Finns and even the two skiers from Great Britain could have their say in the Tour de Ski. And what about the Italians? Everyone is hoping to see some good results from the Italian team after De Fabiani’s good performance last weekend... it’s time to place your bets!

Info: www.fiemmeworldcup.com

