FINAL CLIMB - MEN

INTERVIEWS

Dario Cologna (SUI) – 1st place

It is wonderful to be first again on Alpe Cermis, after six years. I worked really hard to achieve this result, but honestly I didn’t imagine to arrive so prepared at Tour de Ski. All the legs went well, and I’m happy to be back among the best. This victory makes me earn a lot of points in the World Cup, but this is not my main goal for this year. I will focus on the Olympic Games. This won’t be my last season as an athlete, I want to be here for Seefeld 2019.

Martin Johnsrud Sundby (NOR) – 2nd place

The race was incredibly tough, maybe the toughest one I’ve ever skied: the last leg of the Tour is always really tough and decisive, for sure. A lot can happen. Today was all about trying to catch the podium, to climb up to one of the places on the podium, I’m so happy that I was able to do this, I had a really good day on my skis today. The skis were incredible, amazing, I had a good choice on them! The track was good as always, Italians are amazing at preparing tracks for the ski competitions, and today it was no different. The Olympics, for sure, are my main goal, as for all the athletes this year. I will go all in for the Olympic Games, having my best shape of my life in February. We have a national championship next weekend, we’ll do a competition there and after that I will continue my training and will do the things I believe in for the Olympics and, hopefully, I will be in my best shape ever in February. 

Alex Harvey (CAN) – 3rd place 

I’m very satisfied of this result, it is beyond all expectations! At the end I tried to overcome Martin (Sundby), but I was very tired and he had more energies than me. I don’t have a really good feeling with this kind of race, I collected awful results in the past, but today everything was fine, so I’m happy. In these kind of races, like the Final Climb, you can’t do any strategies, slopes are so steep and it is impossible to count on speed. I tried to remain with the others and do all my best, at the end Martin was faster than me, but anyway I’m really excited for this third place.

