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HEIDI WENG IS THE QUEEN OF THE TOUR DE SKI
THE DREAM OF THE “SLEEPING BEAUTY” COMES TRUE 

This morning the first Final Climb of the day in Val di Fiemme (Italy)
Heidi Weng seizes the title in the 11th Tour de Ski with a sensational recovery
Second place for Krista Parmakoski and third for Stina Nilsson
At 3:30 p.m. men Final Climb with the thrilling battle between Ustiugov and Sundby


Forecasts said that “sleepyhead” Heidi Weng, who sleeps about 12 hours a day, was the favoured for the final victory at the Tour de Ski, although she had not won a single stage so far. The Norwegian was up to the expectations and recovered precious seconds since the very beginning of the competition in the Cross country arena of Lago di Tesero, when the top of Alpe Cermis was still far away. This morning, on a sunny but cold day in Val di Fiemme (Trentino region, Italy), women were engaged in the demanding Final Climb, ready to climb the hard Olimpia III slope in the last stage of the Tour de Ski. 
Sweden’s Stina Nilsson, who was leading the Tour de Ski, started 19.2 seconds ahead of favoured Heidi Weng and 53.9 seconds ahead of Finland’s Krista Parmakoski.
After 4 km Heidi Weng was only 9 seconds behind Stina Nilsson, whereas her teammate Ingvild Flugstad Østberg tried to recover as well, despite the large gap (+1:23.3). 
Heidi Weng passed Stina Nilsson at the 6th kilometre with surprising easiness, as if the Norwegian skier from Enebakk, a small town of Akershus county, was not climbing a terrible hill. At the 7th km, just ten metres separated the two contenders, but the gap kept increasing minute after minute: Nilsson +28.8 and Parmakoski more than 1 minute behind. The hill became steeper and steeper but Heidi Weng kept pushing hard, supported by the crowd along the track. Behind her, also Parmakoski recovered and struggled to pass Sweden’s Stina Nilsson, followed by Østberg and Diggins, with a few hundreds of metres to go to the finish line. Heidi Weng triumphed and kissed the snow with Parmakoski in the second place (+1:37), who obtained a surprising result, whereas Stina Nilsson was able to seize the third place on the Tour de Ski podium and may certainly be happy with four wins in the Tour. 
In the race for Fastest of the Day which counts for World Cup points it was Weng (33:34.3), ahead of Stephen (USA) (34:12.5) with Finland's Kerttu Niskanen in third (34:20.3).
At 3:30 p.m. it will be the turn of the men Final Climb, which will crown the king of the 11th Tour de Ski and will certainly see a fierce struggle between Russian Sergej Ustiugov and the defending champion Martin Johnsrud Sundby. 
Info: www.fiemmeworldcup.com

Ladies – Overall Standing Tour de Ski
1 WENG Heidi NOR 2:27:39.4; 2 PARMAKOSKI Krista FIN +1:37.0; 3 NILSSON Stina SWE +1:54.4; 4 OESTBERG Ingvild Flugstad NOR +2:04.3; 5 DIGGINS Jessica USA +3:09.0; 6 NISKANEN Kerttu FIN +4:18.2; 7 KYLLOENEN Anne FIN +4:27.7; 8 VON SIEBENTHAL Nathalie SUI +4:39.5; 9 STADLOBER Teresa AUT +4:44.1; 10 TCHEKALEVA Yulia RUS +4:58.7;


