WOMEN’S AND MEN’S WORLD CUP ALL IN ONE…JUMP

Next December 3rd, the first-ever FIS women’s World Cup series will kick off in Lillehammer (NOR) and all world’s best athletes will be at the start. The fourth step of the series will be hosted on January 14th and 15th inside the completely renewed stadium in Predazzo (Val di Fiemme) and the HS106 hill will be officially shown to the world. 
Val di Fiemme has a long ski jumping tradition, the first races were organised over 20 years ago. Throughout the years, the Predazzo arena (named to Giuseppe Dal Ben) has hosted winter and summer races and, for the first time in history, next January women will have the chance to fly high in the Italian sky in a World Cup contest. Both events will start at 4.30pm, illuminated with floodlights and undoubtedly sensational. 
The Nordic Ski Fiemme OC has in mind something like an exclusive ‘Women-only Week End’, called ‘Fiemme in rosa’, in which everyone will be more than welcome, but women will play the absolute major role in both days. 
On Saturday afternoon (and on Sunday too), the ski jump will open its doors to the public, visitors will have the chance to explore the brand new structure and the opening ceremony will take place right before the first ladies’ jump. After the flower ceremony, Predazzo town center will offer a welcome drink to all the guests along with the medallists of the day, and the prize giving ceremony will follow. Some restaurants in Predazzo will propose tasty and ‘pink’ menus for dinner, and the Pink Night will continue with live music in local pubs.
From Friday until Sunday there will be music inside the arena, dancing shows proposed by local dance schools and associations, and the visitors might admire snow sculptures crafted by art students. 
On Saturday and Sunday morning, the HS134 hill will host the 2nd leg of the men’s FIS Cup.
After the women’s World Cup and men’s FIS Cup, the Predazzo arena will be housing the men’s world series on the HS134 hill on the first week end of February. Still in the afternoon (4 pm both on Saturday 4th and Sunday 5th) and still an amazing show not to be missed. 
Fun and family activities will entertain everyone with music, games, choreographies, face painting and delicious food. Anyone might visit the stadium and enjoy the thrilling atmosphere of such a spectacular world event. The town of Predazzo will host the South Nordic Festival, a sensational winter parade with music, street performers, tasty food and drinks. 
The WinterFest 2012 will take place at the Sporting Center on Saturday from 9 pm until late, while on Sunday, after the prize giving ceremony, the closing fireworks will illuminate Predazzo and its ski jump. 
The Italian men’s WC leg will be the 12th of the 2011/2012 series, while the FIS ski jumping WC will start off next November 26th in Kuusamo (FIN).
Val di Fiemme hosted twice the Nordic World Ski Championships, in 1991 and 2003. The gold medallists in 1991 were Franci Petek (JUG – K120), Heinz Kuttin (AUT – K90), and the Austrian team (Team K120). The winners in 2003 were Adam Malysz (POL – K120 and K95) and the Finnish team (Team K120).
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