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VAL DI FIEMME SOUNDS GREAT
HOW WOOD MAKES THE DIFFERENCE

Italy’s Val di Fiemme is worldwide famous for its sounding wood
An excellent raw material for violin making and much more
Antonio Stradivari highly prized the Italian red spruce from Paneveggio forest
Wood from Paneveggio received the PEFC certification in 2007



Wood, nature and environment are a trademark of Italy’s Val di Fiemme. In 2003 Val di Fiemme received the UNI EN ISO 14001 certification, and all the future events (including the 2013 Worlds) will be low carbon emission and environmentally friendly events. 
Talking about today’s fact and events, around 800 cubic meters of raw wood from the Val di Fiemme have been used to refurbish the XC Stadium in Lago di Tesero and the close-by Ski Jumping arena in Predazzo. The houses of the next Viessmann FIS Tour de Ski, SJ and Nordic Combined World Cups and 2013 Nordic World Ski Championships have largely been built using wood coming from Tesero municipality and from the Magnifica Comunità di Fiemme, a local institution established in 1111 AD that since then protects and supports the people of the alpine valley and the natural and cultural heritage. 
Other than having used local resources, in 1997 Val di Fiemme and the Magnifica Comunità received the certification from the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), an international organization created to change the dialogue about and the practice of sustainable forestry worldwide. Ten years later, the Italian valley received the PEFC certification as well, which is part of the world's largest forest certification system.
The beautiful Paneveggio forest in Val di Fiemme is part of the Paneveggio/Pale di San Martino Natural Park, is located beside the Primiero Valley and comprises a 2.800 hectares area.
The Natural Park has been safeguarded since 1967 and is worldwide known also as the ‘Forest of Violins’. There are tales about the great master luthier Antonio Stradivari wandering around Paneveggio forest in the 18th century in search of the best trees to use for violin making, the red spruce this area is covered with. Still today, the Paneveggio Natural Park is one of the best in the world for its sounding wood used for stringed instruments. 
Val di Fiemme’s climate and ideal temperature throughout the year represent the perfect growing environment for red spruce. A ‘sounding tree’ is a tree 150 years old at least, with a trunk diameter of more than 50 cm and it is cut on a waning moon, in respect with nature’s rhythm.
Around 4.000 cubic meters of wood are being cut every year (roughly 2.000 trees) and the 1 per cent has the perfect sounding features and it is used for violin making. Furthermore, the wood initially kept for violins has been afterwards used for pianos, cellos, violas or double-basses crafting. 
Throughout history, Val di Fiemme has become an authentic ‘sounding valley’, and also thanks to this precious natural resource it has become famous all around the planet.
Info: www.fiemme2013.com 




