QUOTES 15 KM MEN INDIVIDUAL FT
27 FEBRUARY
Petter Northug Jr. (gold)

This is my first gold medal at these Championships. When I heard the announcement that I had won the race, I was ecstatic. Even though I wasn't the favourite to win this race, as recently I haven’t had a lot of good races in the individual start, my plan was to fight hard for the gold medal. I knew I was in good shape after the team sprint and I felt I could do it. I felt really strong, and when you're feeling powerful, you are happy because you know you can give your best.

During the second lap, I could see that I was still in the second position and I was getting worried. Anyway, I was determined to keep going and to push myself as hard as I could. In the last 200 meters all I could think about was crossing the finishing line, and when I did it I fell to the ground exhausted not able to hear or even see those in the stadium shouting and cheering me on.

Apart from the medals I won in Oslo two years ago, this gold medal is certainly a fantastic result for me and my career. 

Johan Olsson (silver)

I'm very satisfied with the result today, I'm really fit and the skis were great. When you give 100% you have a good chance to achieve your goals. My family was here today, during the race you have to stay focused, but as I finished I looked around to see my wife and my little baby. I haven't seen them for 2 weeks, so I was really happy to see them.

Northug is one of the strongest athletes, but during the race I'm always focused on myself. The real rival is me. When I saw the first split time I was surprised because I was fast and I realised I had a good chance to do it but I had to do my best. Tomorrow and Friday there will be the relays and for Sweden we have a good chance but I will have to see how my legs are doing and refocus.

Tord Asle Gjerdalen (bronze)

I always have a strategy: not to open too fast but then to give as much as I can in the end. I got tired in the end as well, but the race was good. There are a lot of Norwegian fans and they are a great motivation, but I think they are here mostly because of the sun and the good weather! We are all crazy about the sun. I really like Val di Fiemme, I’ve been here before and it’s a perfect place. 

When I received the call this morning I was happy, because I came here only to train for the 50 km race. I really wanted to do my best, I had to do my best. I was surprised when I saw I could follow Dario Cologna, that’s when I realized I had a chance to win. As far as the relay race is concerned, I think anything is possible. 

The Rayban glasses are part of my image, I always hope not to lose them, I only have one pair here in Italy!

