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MOUNTAIN BIKING ORIGINS
Bycicle goes back to 5000 years ago, with Leonardo Da Vinci and its first wooden transmission velocipede. On the other hand, mountain bike’s story is a recent one, beginning in the United States of America thanks to four men coming from both sport and industrial world: Gary Fisher, Joe Breeze, Charlie Cunningham and Tom Richey.
There are different opinions, yet the most shared tells how mountain bike is born during the late 70s in California, when Gary Fischer modified an old Schwinn Excelsior, a solid work bike realised by Ignaz Schwinn and particularly used by couriers delivering daily newspapers. 

Fisher re-elaborated the shell of the popular Schwinn Excelsior. He applied a transmission and more efficient brakes, giving birth to the very first mountain bike. As a consequence, he became a professional mountain biker. His compatriots perfected the idea, making the bike lighter, more suitable for the off-road rides and above all, for facing the most difficult downhills.

The first downhill competition was the epic “Repack” taking place in California on October 21st 1976, being also the very first mountain bike competition. The winner was Alan Bolds, the only one out of ten participants able to end the competition unharmed.

In Italy, mountain bike appeared for the first time in 1985.

From its first appeareance, mountain bikes have been developing with many changes and innovations such as light metals, sophisticated accessories and better shaped structures. Technology keeps on improving mountain bikes, which are now true techincal jewels.

The first MTB and DH World Championships took place in the United States in 1990, in Durango (Colorado). The second one (the first on European territory) took place in Italy and specifically at Ciocco in 1991.
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