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RAMPA CON I CAMPIONI: ENTRIES OPEN 
FIS TOUR DE SKI MOVES CLOSER

Entries to the third ‘Rampa con i Campioni’ will open on 16 October
The Final Climb on the Alpe Cermis track once again  
FIS Tour de Ski finals straight afterward 
Entries open until the end of the year


Nordic ski lovers know every deadline. Cross Country Skiing World Cup will kick off in a month or so, and the Tour de Ski is scheduled to begin at the end of December this year. Italy’s Val di Fiemme will be housing the eventual legs of the World Cup series on 5 and 6 January 2013, but skiers and snow lovers may start to seriously think about the Final Climb from tomorrow onwards, when entries to the third ‘Rampa con i Campioni’ will officially open.
The international, promotional open FT race will once again take place along the terrific Final Climb just a few hours ahead of the two World Cup races on Sunday 6 January. This event represents a fantastic opportunity for amateur skiers to challenge themselves and test their skills against former champions and cross country specialists who since the very first of the Rampa in 2010 took part in the race with absolute enthusiasm. 
Last season’s winners were Odd-Bjoern Hjelmeset and Lada Nesterenko, but a bunch of further champions showed up along the Final Climb track. Petra Majdic, Katerina Neumannova and Fulvio Valbusa, but also Austrian Alois Stadlober and ski jumper Andreas Goldberger, and Tour de Ski creator Jürg Capol among them.
Since past season, the Rampa con i Campioni event (literally ‘On Ramp along with the champions’) has been included in the Granfondo Master Tour national series.
Everyone who decides to sign up for next January’s Rampa con i Campioni event has to bear in mind that this is a real race and an appropriate training is needed. Entries will be open until 31 December 2012 for maximum number of 200 participants (entry fee: € 25, race packet excluded).
On Sunday 6 January, the delicious ‘Tour del Gusto’ will be back and entertain fans and skiers along the Alpe Cermis track. The 2013 Tour de Ski finals will get on track at 11.45am (women) and 2.50pm (men), while the athletes will compete in classic technique the day before at the XC Stadium in Lago di Tesero.
As said, the World Cup series will start off at the end of December (Saturday 29) in Oberhof, and stop over in Müstairtal, Dobbiaco and Cortina d’Ampezzo, before reaching Val di Fiemme.
Info: www.fiemme2013.com 


