Press Release 08 January 2012

JUSTYNA KOWALCZYK DID IT AGAIN
VAL DI FIEMME CROWNS THE POLISH QUEEN

Kowalczyk dominated the last 2012 Viessmann FIS Tour de Ski stage
Poland’s skier beat Nowegians on the Final Climb race
Thirty thousands people celebrated the Polish queen of TDS
Italy’s Val di Fiemme now ready to Men’s at 2.30pm



World’s top skiers gathered in Val di Fiemme for the eventual 2012 Viessmann FIS Tour de Ski race, the unbelievable Final Climb on the Alpe Cermis. Justyna Kowalczyk of Poland and Marit Bjoergen of Norway were both at the start knowing that today’s race was the real chance to put their hands on the ‘Tour’. At the start Kowalczyk was ahead of Bjoergen by 11.5 seconds only, and after 1k only, Norwegian had closed the gap and the two kept skating together until the very last kilometre before the finish. On the steepest part of the climb (28% maximum gradient), Kowalczyk changed her pace and strongly supported by hundreds of Polish fans, began to earn precious seconds on her opponent. Bjoergen could not compete against the time of Kowalczyk today, who triumphantly marched towards the finish line and grabbed her third TDS in a row.
‘I am extremely happy about today’s race and the overall title’, said Kowalczyk at the end of today’s competition. ‘I had a good feeling since this morning, then I managed to stay focused all the way through the end and the Polish crowd supported me a lot especially in the very last part of the climb. It has been a great Tour de Ski as far as I am concerned, I was on each race’s podium, I couldn’t ask for more’. Who could perhaps have done more is Marit Bjoergen, on the second spot of the overall standing. ‘Tour de Ski is way more demanding than any other championships. You’re under pressure every single day and it’s hard to keep the concentration high and ski well all times. Justyna definitely deserved to win, she’s stronger than me on the uphill and today has been her day’. 
As last year’s race, Therese Johaug did the best time on the climb and she looked excited about her bronze. ‘Yesterday I couldn’t ski too well and promised to myself that today it would be a different story’, claimed Johaug at the end. ‘I did my best but it’s been tough, probably tougher than last time. I always skied and pushed alone, cause I knew that the Finn was not far at all.’
Men’s Final Climb is scheduled at 2.30pm today. 

Info: www.fiemme2013.com


9 Km Free Final Climb Pursuit Ladies:

1) Kowalczyk Justyna Pol 35:09.0; 2) Bjoergen Marit Nor 35:37.2; 3) Johaug Therese Nor 39:06.8; 4) Lahteenmaki Krista Fin 41:57.6; 5) Kristoffersen Marthe Nor  42:04.1; 6) Zeller Katrin Ger 42:18.7; 7) Kalla Charlotte Swe 43:10.2; 8) Jacobsten Astrid Uhrenholdt Nor 43:41.7; 9) Saarinen Aino- Kaisa Fin 43:43.2; 10) Randall Kikkan USA 44:04.8.


