Press Release 7 January 2012

VIESSMANN FIS TOUR DE SKI IN VAL DI FIEMME
JUSTYNA KOWALCZYK WEARS THEM ALL

Stage winner, Tour leader and Sprint leader: three shirts in one…Justyna
Norway’s Marit Bjoergen struggles but not enough and finishes second
Charlotte Kalla of Sweden comes in third
Final Climb on the Alpe Cermis tomorrow to crown the new TDS champions


Justyna Kowalczyk was the fastest in today’s 10k CT race in Val di Fiemme (Italy), penultimate leg of the 2012 Viessmann FIS Tour de Ski. She won the race ahead of Norwegian Marit Bjoergen and overcame her in the TDS overall standing. Bjoergen is now ranked second, 11,5 seconds behind Kowalczyz, and will definitely have to fight hard tomorrow to catch the Polish along the Alpe Cermis uphill. Charlotte Kalla of Sweden came in third, after a spectacular battle against the first two and Aino-Kaisa Saarinen of Finland.
From the very beginning, Kowalczyk and Bjoergen pushed harder than the rest of the pack, and the only ones able to keep their paces were Norway’s Johaug and Kristoffersen, Finland’s Saarinen and Lahteenmaki and Kikkan Randall of the US. However, Kowalczyk showed everyone she was the strongest sprinter and grabbed the highest amount of sprint bonus seconds, always preceding Bjoergen, who could not compete against the Polish sprint abilities. 
‘I knew she was better than me in climbs’, claimed Bjoergen, ‘and she eventually secured the first spot thanks to bonus seconds. Everything can happen tomorrow, I’m behind by 11.5 seconds only and it is going to be a spectacular fight on the Alpe Cermis’.
‘It’s simply fantastic to be in the lead’, said Kowalczyk at the end of today’s race, ‘and I must thank my team first of all that perfectly prepared my skis and wax. Regarding the present standing, I think 11.5 seconds are not enough to celebrate in advance and both myself and Marit know it very well. Tomorrow it’s going to be way tougher than today and colder too. I went up on Alpe Cermis this morning and it was -11°C. We’re all warned.’ 
As said, Charlotte Kalla of Sweden finished her race in third position, and in so doing climbed up to the fourth spot on the general TDS standing. ‘I had so much fun today’, said Kalla at the end of the race with a smile on her face. ‘I was initially a bit nervous and it took me a little to get familiar with the snow. I was also perfectly aware that the other contenders were all top athletes. In the end, this is my best result in classic and I cannot but be satisfied. Concerning tomorrow’s race, I hope to keep the fourth spot in the overall’.
Tomorrow’s program reads Ladies’ Final Climb at 12.30pm followed by Men’s at 2.30pm. Both races will start from the XC stadium in Lago di Tesero, and the first two skiers who will cross the finish line on the Alpe Cermis will be the new TDS champions. 
At 10am, the promotional event ‘Rampa con i Campioni’ will be at the start with ski lovers and big names of XC skiing (such as Petra Majdic, Katerina Neumannova, Fulvio Valbusa, Odd-Bjørn Hjelmeset or Alois Stadlober), competing along the terrific Final Climb.  
The delicious Tour del Gusto will also be on along the Final Climb. One more reason to be in Val di Fiemme for the TDS eventual stage. 
Info: www.fiemme2013.com


10 Km mass start ladies

1) Kowalczyk Justyna Pol 25:49.8; 2) Bjoergen Marit Nor 25:57.3; 3) Kalla Charlotte Swe 26:20.8; 4) Saarinen Aino- Kaisa Fin 26:23.4; 5) Ivanova Julia Rus 26:32.1; 6) Zeller Katrin Ger 26:36.3; 7) Ishida Masako Jpn  26:36.9; 8) Medvedeva Polina Rus 26:37.8; 9) Lahteenmaki Krista Fin 26:39.0; 10) Kristoffersen Marthe Nor  26:39.7; 11 Johaug Therese Nor  26:41.0


  

