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VAL DI FIEMME & TOUR DE SKI COVERED IN SNOW AND…GOLD
NEUMANNOVA, ULVANG, MOGREN, ZORZI READY FOR ‘RAMPA’

Heavy snow on the Alps. Val di Fiemme gets ready for the Tour de Ski final leg
The ‘Rampa con i Campioni’ promotional race draws champions’ attention
Four Olympic and WCh gold medallists already registered
An entertaining and spectacular event not to be missed



Next January 8th and 9th, Italy’s Val di Fiemme will be once again hosting the final step of the 2011 FIS Tour de Ski. The closing leg of the series will be taking place in the Italian valley, along the famous ‘Final Climb’ on the Alpe Cermis ski slope, where the ‘Rampa con i Campioni’ race will also be on.
This international, open free technique race will make its debut on Sunday January 9th, a few hours before the last race of the 2011 FIS Tour de Ski. Flipping through the updated entry list to the ‘Rampa’, some golden boys and girls from the past appear on the very top. The Czech Katerina Neumannova confirmed her presence a couple of weeks ago, and so did Jürg Capol and Vegard Ulvang, the two Tour de Ski creators. 
In 2006 Neumannova won her first ever Winter Olympic gold medal in the 30 km freestyle mass start, while in 2005 and 2007 she was gold at the Nordic Ski World Championships in the 10 km free. 
In the Nineties the Norwegian team was nearly unbeatable and one of the top skiers of this incredible squad was Vegard Ulvang. In 1992, he was the XC skiing male athlete who received the greatest number of medals at the Albertville Winter Olympics, namely three golds (10 km, 30 km and relay 4x10 km) and a silver medal (double pursuit 10 + 15 km). Ulvang has a fantastic memory of Val di Fiemme too, as in 1991, at the first World Championships ever organized in the Italian valley, he was gold in relay, together with Skaanes, Langli and Bjoern Daehlie.
Capol’s career was not as stunning as the Norwegian’s one, although he was part of the Swiss national team in the 80s and was fourth in the relay at the 1988 Winter Olympics in Calgary (CAN).
Both Capol and Ulvang could not miss the ‘Rampa’ race in Italy’s Val di Fiemme, which might be viewed as a tasty appetizer (start at 10,00am) served on the same exact track where the World Cup champions will be racing in the afternoon.
Two further golden boys at the start of the ‘Rampa 2011’ will be Sweden’s Torgny Mogren and Italy’s Cristian Zorzi. Mogren won five gold medals in his career, and in 1991 he climbed the first step of the podium in the 50 km free, leaving behind his countryman Gunde Svan and Italy’s Maurilio De Zolt. Furthermore, he won a silver medal in the relay race and a bronze in the 10 km. 
The total amount of gold medals at the start of the ‘Rampa’ will eventually reach 15, including the two golds Cristian Zorzi won at the 2006 Winter Olympics and at the 2007 World Championships in Sapporo (JPN).
All the information regarding the 2011 Tour de Ski leg in Val di Fiemme and the ‘Rampa con i Campioni’ race are available on www.fiemme2013.com. Only 200 bibs are available to this promotional event (€50 fee), so you better hurry if you want to challenge the gold champions along the Final Climb. 
The two-day FIS Tour de Ski event in Val di Fiemme will begin with two mass start races (Men 20 km CT and Women 10 km CT) on Saturday January 8th at 12.30 p.m. and 3.30 p.m. respectively. Male athletes will ride 6 laps of 3.3 km each around the XC ski stadium in Lago di Tesero, while female will face only 3 laps. 
On Sunday January 9th it will be the ‘Final Climb Day’, with the two 9 km FT Men and Women competitions scheduled at 12.30 p.m. and 2.20 p.m, along the legendary Final Climb. At the end of the steep climb the new Tour de Ski champions will be crowned. The last Tour de Ski winners were Czech Lukas Bauer and Polish Justyna Kowalczyk.
Starting from Friday till Sunday, at the XC ski stadium in Lago di Tesero, in Cavalese city centre and along the Alpe Cermis slope, the Nordic Ski Fiemme OC will be once again organizing several entertaining activities for everyone. Music, fun and delicious food will be for all. 
Info: www.fiemme2013.com 


