Press Release – 10th January 2010

JUSTYNA KOWALCZYK BECOMES THE QUEEN OF VAL DI FIEMME
THE POLISH SKIER CONQUERS THE TOUR DE SKI 2010 

- Kowalczyk overtakes Majdic on the final climb and seizes the final victory of the Tour de Ski
- Arianna Follis (ITA) steps onto the podium seizing a good third place
- Incredible turnout on the Cermis-slope


“Justyna, Justyna!” cheered the audience on the way up to the top of Alpe Cermis, where the Tour de Ski 2010 ended also this year after 7 difficult and intense stages. In the end, it was Justyna Kowalczyk who became the queen of the Tour de Ski 2010.
In the final climb of the Tour, which took place as it happens every year in Val di Fiemme (Italy), the strong Polish skier was unstoppable. She made an incredible comeback on the final kilometres after closing the gap on the former leader of the Tour Petra Majdic (SLO) and overtaking her right on the steepest and hardest point of the climb. Behind them, Arianna Follis (ITA) closed in third position, few seconds ahead of Aino Kaisa Saarinen (FIN).
At the start of today’s stage, Kowalczyk had a gap of more than 30’’ from Majdic and therefore her race could only be a long pursuit to try to catch up and overtake the strong Slovenian skier.
At the first intermediate point at 3.5 km, Kowalczyk had already recovered 7’’ from Majdic, who yesterday won the seventh stage of the Tour de Ski and conquered also the black jersey of the leader of the sprint ranking. Behind them, Arianna Follis (ITA) and Aino Kaisa Saarinen (FIN) were struggling for the third place, starting an exciting fight that ended only few hundred metres to the finish line, where the Italian skier changed gear to seize an important third place in one of the hardest tournament of wintersport.
Today’s race took place right in the heart of Val di Fiemme, but on the track it was possible to find the flags of many different nations, belonging to all the fans that decided to take a walk and cheer for their favourite athletes on the Olimpia III-slope, normally reserved to alpine skiing, but today borrowed by the best cross-country skiers in the world. On this slope it is possible to find points in which the hill has an inclination rate of more than 28% and in many country it has become a well-known hill by many cross-country enthusiasts.
With a steady and royal pace, Majdic started the hill with a 27’’ advantage on her follower and main competitor for the final win, Justyna Kowalczyk. With still 2 kilometres to go, Kowalczyk closed the gap on Majdic and overtook her, changing gear and reaching all alone the final line.
Despite the weather, characterized by a light snowfall right on the start of the ladies’ race, the turnout was very good and many cross-country fans took a walk on the hill, also to take part to the “Tour del Gusto”, a special initiative which allowed the audience to taste some typical food of Val di Fiemme and the whole Trentino region.
Info: www.fiemme2013.com 


